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lage; and all were now retiring in quietness. I feared
what was the case and soon one came in and said that a
canoe had arrived bringing whiskey. At a late hour I re-
tired having given up all hopes of seeing A., as I expected
that he was drinking.

About 12 o’clock I was awaked suddenly by a most tre-
mendous yelling like drunken Indians fighting. I imme-
diately arose and put on my clothes so as to be ready in case
any personal violence should be attempted to make my es-
cape. Soon all of the fires in the lodge (which was about 100
ft. long) were lighted up and all were called out in great
haste for some purpose I knew not what. The women how-
ever returned very soon and went up and down in the
lodge laying aside every kind of weapon with which any
injury could be done, and all seemed to be upon the look
out.

A partial cessation then took place, but soon again it
commenced loud and terrible as ever,— some ran out of
the lodge in great haste and others to examine the guns to
see if any were loaded and to secure them, whilst abroad
there was a dreadful yelling and confusion. Drunken
scenes are exceedingly unpleasant and revolting to the
feelings when witnessed in the daytime; but the darkness
of the night adds a gloom and terror which cannot be de-
scribed when one is in the midst of them, and cannot easily
get away; because he does not know when he is safe, or
what deeds of horror -the drunken savage, who seems
rather like a fiend let loose from the bottomless pit, may
be plotting. Thus I felt, far removed from any white set-
tlement and having only one white man, the clerk, and the
interpreter, a half-breed, with me.

I ascertained very soon that they were fighting and that
one had a knife; numbers ran to the door of the lodge to
guard it lest he should enter. The clerk afterwards went
out and brought in the chief who although partially intox-
icated came where I was and told me to lay down to sleep
for he had set a guard to keep all out of the lodge, which
was indeed the case after he came in. And there was lit-



